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Traditions and the Present State of Beliefs in
Earthly Spirits, Ancestors, and the Native Place:
A Discussion Based on the
“Local Foundation Ancestor” in Jinmen

Tang Hui-yun
Professor

Department of Chinese Studies
National Quemoy University

ABSTRACT

This paper will be based on the divination practices of local cult altars, folk leg-
ends, vernacular documents and incidents involving the inheritance of land in Jin-
men as reported in local media, to analyze the ideology of land ownership and its
connection with earthly spirits and ancestor worship, to reflect on the value of buy-
ing and selling of land and offerings to the ancestors. Next it will discuss traditional
beliefs about the earth following modern changes in social life and the weakening of
their position in contemporary folklore, along with choices and changes in people’s
attitudes to the valuation of land, the ancestors, and native place in a single locality.

Key words: earthly ancestor, lord of the land, earth spirits, divination, ancestors.



