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The historical transformations of the Minnan temple
network in Southeast Asia: the riseand fal of the

Singapore temple network and its future possibilities

with special attention to the case of Cheang Hong Lim

(184292)

Prof. Kenneth Dean, Head, Chinese Studies Department, NUS,
Research Cluster Leader, Religion and Globalization, ARI, NUS

Lee Chair and James McGill Professor Emeritus, McGill University

Introduction

Cheang Hong Lim (18422) was a major figure in the Chinese community of
late 19" century Singapore. He was a member of the Great Syndicate, which
controlled the opium momoly of Singapore for over 20 years. At the same time, he
made great efforts to develop the Chinese temple network in Singapore, which had
developed mostly in fragmentary fashion within diverse dialect groups. Cheang
sought means to transcend dialect bauies$ by building a Jade Emperor Temple that
would achieve a symbolic transcendence of regional pantheons and ritual traditions.
This could be described as a process of symbolic hierarchical encompassment
(Sangren 1986; Lin 1986). i Cheang also attemptefend off the effects of the
colonial regulation of religion that was taking apart the set of earlier united functions

(socioeconomic and political as well as religious) of the Chinese temples/huiguan

3
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business offices. However, his efforts were ultimateisuccessful, and many temple
leaders eventually turned their energies to the Singapore Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (SCCI) once it was established in the early@mtury. After the Japanese
occupation and the establishment of the Singapore)(Sipte in 1965, the temples
found themselves in conflict with the forces of modernization, secularization and
urbanization. Nonetheless, many have survived, and are noweamting themselves
through trandocal network activities and through new fornfdaxal ritual alliances.

Many preserved local traditions through the 60s and 70s (in an even more
systematic form due to the pressure to preserve tradition) and then took part in the 80s
and 90s in the revention of the religious and ritual traditiorsf Fujian and
Guangdong these were acts of enormous world historical importance for the future
development of Minnan culture. To comprehend the significance of these
developments, we can look into the transformations of the Singapore Chinese temple

system.

The main early temples of the Singapore dialect communities

The earliest Hokkien temples and cemetery shrines in Singapore were built by
leaders of the Qingyunting in Malacca, including the Director of the Pavilion, Si Hoo
Keh (Xue F0ji,(17931874) who helped sponsor the construction of the Tianfugong
on Telok Ayer Street in Singapore in 1840. Si had first served as Director of the
Hokkien cemetery in Singapore, the Hengshanting (Pavilion of the Everlasting
Mountain), founded in 1828. His sonscsaeded him in this role, even after he
returned to Malacca to take up the post of Pavilion Director once again. Several
other Malacca peranakan businessmen from Malacca banded together to build the

Chongdetang (Worshipping Virture) pagoda next door & Tranfugong, and their
4
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descendants still worship their forefathers there onantiual basis.

The formation of the old town of Singapore, at the mouth of the Singapore river,
was closely connected to the mpeaplefroomf di st
the same region in South or Southeast China gathered, built their temples,
nativeplace and clan associations, as well as their shops which monopolized different
trades and commercial activities. The boundaries of these dialect neighboneveds
preserved from the founding of Singapore in 1819 until the beginning of the urban
development of Singapore Island in the fR50s. Currently, only traces of these
communities can be seen in the few temples left behind. The dialect communities
have mw been disbursed across the entire island, into the HDB (Housing
Development blocks) built by the government in the satellite towns around Singapore
island.

Each dialect group contains many séztions, based on combined principles of
common place of agin and dialect (as these can differ considerably by region within
the broader dialect area). Often, within the same dialect and territorigrgup,
there are also divisions based on common surname, class, education, and gender. Thus
for example, themnmigrants to Singapore from Jinmen divided into two groups, with
the merchant leaders worshipping Chen Yuan (fl. 804), a Tang dynasty military
founder of Chinese communities on the islands, while the lower class dock workers
who lived in coolie houses wdnpped Liu Wangye (sometime called a plaque
demon), who is said to have been an officer under Chen Yuan in the Tang.

The early important temples of the Hokkien in Singapore include the Heng
Sun Teng (Hengshanting, Eternal Mountain [cemetery] Paviliomded 1828); the
Thian Hock Keng (Tianfugong, Temple of Heavenly Fortune, 1840) dedicated to
Mazu, Baosheng Dadi, and Guan Gong, with back and side shrines to Guanyin,

Confucius, and a City God of the Underworld; the Kim Lam Temple (Jinlanmiao,
5



2015 T no Y] L ! noAzx

Golden Orchil Temple, founded 1830) dedicated to Qingshui zushi (the Patriarch of
the Clear Stream from Anxi) an early center of a secret society; the Hong San See
(Fengshansi, Phoenix Mountain Teinwpithe, foun:i
itsd homehtsempheg Nand®dan), t he Changt ai [
zhenjun miao (Temple of the True Lord of Pure Origin, founded 1887, now destroyed),
the Giok Hong Tian (Yuhuang miao, Temple of the Jade Emperor, founded 1887), and
the Po Chiak Keng (Baochigong, Tpla for the Protection the Pure, founded 1878),
dedicated to the Zhangzhou Tang dynasty founding hero Chen YuanguarglL{§s7
and thus also a clan association for the Chen surname group, originally for those from
Hokkien, but later broadened to includar@onese and other dialect group members,
and later broadened even further to incluge28urnames descended from the Sage
Hero Shun).
Each of the dialect groups supported their own Daoist regional ritual
tradition with their own local Daoist troupeOne early ritual artifact from a
Singapore temple allows us a glimpse into how the powers of the Dao could be
moved into new cultural and political contexts. This is a Taoist contract claiming
divine legal right over the site of the temple, and exorcisamgl banishing the

original spirits and ghosts of the site in the name of the new gods who were coming

1 Each of the different dialect groups froGuangdong and Hainan and from Hakka regions of Fujian

and Guangdong built temples dedicated to the gods of their regional pantheons (see Dean and Hue
2015).One temple that deserves special mention in the context of the transnational Chinese temple

netwak is the Jiucaib&henghuang miao (a branch temple of the Anxi City God temple in Fujian).

Xu Liying (2010) has written an extensive account of the role of this temple in first coordinating the

Taoist Association in Singapore, and then returning taaRujp rebuild the Anxi City God temple, and

subsequently taking part in their regular annual ritual celebrations. This temple held a conference of

City God temples in 2011, to which | was invited to speak to delegates from 40 City God temples from
acrossdi wan, but also from Xidéan, Xi amen, and several
into a cosmopolitan jet setter, and created an international network (the same is tnaayayods of

the Minnan region).
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in. ThePo Chiak Keng Tan Si ChongB&iochi gong (Temple of Protecting our Infants)
Chen Surname Great Lineage Hall) was founded in 1876. The nanetefrtple is
based on a quote from th&ook of DocumentsShangshu, Zhoushu, Kanggab
Legge,The Chinese Classics, Vol. 3, The Shob Jingy (0> 5SS+t GAGK GKS
GSNBE LINRPGSOUGAY3A &2dzNJ AyTFlydaz yR (KS LIS2L
late 1800s, more and more immigrants were arriving from China in Singapore every
year, leading to all kinds of interactions, which escalated from time to time into
bloody conflicts. Viewing this situation, Singaporean Chinese leader Chen Yuansu
decideditg & ySOSaal NE G2 SadloftAak | /flLy | &da;:
feelings of those with a common surname, and to provide another mechanism
beyond the nativeplace association to mediate social conflicts. So he set up the
Chen Surname Lineage Halle donated his own property near a boathouse dock
along the Singapore River near Magazine Road (also known as Saintly King Chen
Road), and called for the building of the temple/hall.
His call was responded to enthusiastically by others of the Chaamsar who
contributed funds. Amongst these were Tan Kim Ching (Chen Jinztloagons of
the leader of the Hokkien Bang Tan Tok Seng (Chen Dusheng), and Tan Ben Swee
(Chen Mingshui, the son of Chen Jinsheng) both of whom made major donations. In
1879 thegod Kaizhang Shengwang Chen Yuanguang (the Saintly King who Opened
up Zhangzhou) was enthroned in the temple and the ancestral hall for the worshipping
of Chen surname ancestors was completed. Initially, the temple had been designed to
bring together Chesurname migrants from the Zhangzhou region. But in 1883, the
ancestral shrine started to accept Chen surname ancestors from the Chaozhou region.
Subsequently, Chen surname ancestors from any region or dialect group were
accepted. In 1889 early leaderstloé clan association borrowed the facilities of the

ancestral hall to establish a school for children of the clan living around the temple.
7
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This school evolved after the WW?2 into the Baochi xuexiao (Protecting our Infants
Academy), which was in operatiomtil 1962, when the residential neighborhood
around the temple was torn down. The 99 year lease on the temple site expired in
1970, but in 1974 the government listed the temple as a National Monument, which
enabled the temple management committee to asmtinnning the temple up to this

day. In 1981, in order to meet the requirements for being gazetted as a national
monument, over $5 million Singapore dollars were spent on restoration costs. At that
time, the temple management committee also altered thplegeregulations, and
opened the ancestral hall up to any of the descendants of the great Sage Shun (this
includes the Chen, Hu, Yao, Yuan, Tian, Sun, Lu, and Yu surnames). So the temple
has now become an ancestral shrine dedicated to the eight surnacersddd from

Shun. For more information, see Lin and Feng 2005, 11P20 Lin 1975: 99106,

and Dean and Hue, forthcoming.

i B}
e B}
i B}
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n n n°
i 0
Kamp on gf Mal accad i
0
AfEar tnht rCGoc t Bricko for a Taoi st Rit ual of

The Great Ritual Court of Numinous Treasure, states @laihese People of the
Great Qing Empire from Fujian Province, form any of its Prefectures, Commanderies,
and Counties, now residy in the Western Seas in Singapore, on Malacca Stteet
Temple of Protecting our Infants Temple Leaders: the Zhencheng Kongxi
(Corporation) the Fengxing Kongxi (Corporation), and the Chen families united clan
and all those present, (all) respect avatship the Dao and (have decided to) hold a
rite to Settle in place the Respected (Gods) and Offer Thanks to the Earth. (All these
people) composed a memorial (expressing the purpose of the ritual) in 1878. They
prepared silver and purchased a plot ofiland built a temple which sits in the North
(chen), facing the Center (xu), and also is situated in the South (yi) and the West (xin),
thus (according to the Luopan arranged ac

the site tends towards Earth (bihgge n bi ngxu) . According to t
9
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(configuration of the Luopan compass) it is in the Fire quadrant (jaishen: southeast),
and so on all four sides, east, west, south, and north, its dimensions are clear. We have
carefully selected the Tao 17", the 18' to the 1¢', and the 28 of this month, and

have held a Pure Jiao Offering to Settle the Respected (Gods into this site) and to
Thank the Earth. During this ritual we burned oil and with purity placed in position
the talismans of protéon (of the site). The the ritual was completed, and we went on

to worship the High Perfected (Gods) and prayed (for their blessings). We prepared
60 ingots of silveri - and 16 fenli of cash? The power of the Dao was used to
summon up the Earth God dfi$ site who informed and instructed the spirits of the
dead who formerly lived in this site, those who died and transformed, whether male or
female, gathering them all up, so that they would be delivered in accordance with
their deeds, and so that they wa depart (from the site) on this very day. They
must never again return and act as demonic forces and generate disasters in this
building. Now we are transferring ownership of this site to the Chen surnamed
Saintly King who Opened up Zhangzhou, Cherarfguang), and to other Chen
ancestors of great virtue, along with their household spirits (other ancestors), to take
charge of the site and dwell there. Together before the Three Treasures to act as
witnesses, we set in place (this inscribed) brick, faa numinous talismans, and
buried them in the middle of the building site. May there forever be peace in this
place. Should anyone dare to raise up disasters, (then) before the bright Heavens
(missing word) we together have made this contract, whiclwrigen here
(missing word) A copy of (lit. to the right) this document was given to the Earth God

in charge of Destiny of this Building. Follow this order!

Date: 9" month of 1898: Witness: The God of the Mountain; Witness: The God of
Fortune and Virtue

On this day, placing the contract brick, Zhang Jiangu (a fictional figure always found
10
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on such contracts)
The Taoist master who wrote out the contract, XX
The col oni al regul ation of #dAreligi
Looking back over developments within the Chinese relgsphere in Malaya
and Singapore in the Tacentury, one can see that colonial regulation of Chinese
religion from the mid 18506s |l ed to a grad
Chinese temple system, which combined communal leadership and erdatcef
economic niche monopolies through the wuse
policies destroyed this earlier unity of functions, and resulted in the creation of a new,
autonomous <category of Arel i gi ormdtized as wel |
sphere of religion versus a public sector public life based ultimately in Chambers of
Commerce. Related policies included the gradual elimination of Chinese cemeteries,
the removal of hawkers from the fefaot ways, and other efforts to improvegmgne
and regulate colonial space (Yeoh 2012). These transformations were facilitated by
the rise of Englisteducated Chinese in mission schools, British universities, and
government service. The rise of Chinese modern natate nationalism during the
Republican period intensified the rejection of the Chinese temple system amongst
educated elite Chinese leadérs.
It is important to analyze the impact of colonial conceptions and regulations of
religion in the subsequent transformation of the Chinégeal community temples.
These policies were worked out across the British colonies, from colonial statements
in India on religious tolerance, to bans in Madras on Thaipusan processions, to

clashes in Penang, Hong Kong,0.andThe ngalpom

2 For a insightful and ilepth analgis of the transformations of the Chinese temple and ritual system

in Penang Malaysia under the impact of forces of modernity, nationalism, and the hardening of ethnic

boundaries, see DeBernardi 2004. For more on the Singapore temple networks see Dean 2015
11
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knowledge machine was creating and imposing categories as fast as it was absorbing
and attempting to assess and categorize perceived new threats (such as the potential
for the Kongsi in Borneo to become independent). The following flis#gulations

took shape across the Straits Settlements, but had a major impact on Chinese temple
networks in Malaya, Singapore and Hong Kong.

1856: Penang riot over an opera stage

1867: Penang riot featuring feuding secret societies

1867: Peace PresenatiAct gave British authorities the right to banish undesirable
individuals.

1869: Dangerous Societies Suppression Ordinamedis for the registration of all
Asecr et T bxdyenfoeced. e s 0

1877: William Pickering appointed to the Chinese Protatéan Singaporehe

works closely with secret societies, attending many of their ordination ceremonies,

and arguing for coordination with the colonial authorities.

1887: assassination attempt on Pickering knocks him out of commission

1890: Gov. Clementsmith passes the Societies Ordinance Act, declaring the sworn
brotherhoods completely illegal, and criminalizing these groups.

1891: The next year new prisons were built in Singapore.

1899: A Chinese Advisory Board was established to encourage greaparation

with the authorities.

1905: establishment of the Mohammedan and Hindu Endowment Board

1906: founding of the Singapore Chinese Chamber of Commerce

With the prohibition of secret societies in 1890 (which took place later in
Singapore than indhang and Hong Kong), the enforcement arm of the temple and

clan association business leadership was criminalized. At the same time, the British
12
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authorities were intruding more and more into the financial side of temple
administration, as seen in the intrgation of the accounts of the Guangfu Temple in
Penang in 1890 which led to the enforcedrmganization of the temple administrative
structure and the financial accounting procedures, and may well have led the temple
leadership to contemplate transfegiday to day control over temple finances to the
Buddhist monk Miao Lian and his Chinese monastic disciplinary order from Gushan
in Fuzhou. After all, these temple leaders were also business leaders and cartel
owners quite familiar with the process oht@cting for the opium, alcohol, gambling

and prostitution concessions with the British colonial authorities. They and their
colleagues had done the same thinggasgzhu(port rulers) for the Malay rulers in

the region. Many of course sought temporagd, such as rlabeling their temples

as huiguan (nativeplace associations, or business offices), instead of the other way

around, in order to preserve elements of the earlier system.

Last stand of the 19 century Chinese temple system

Cheang Hong Im (Zhang Fanglin, 18492) was one of the preminent
leaders of the Singaporean Chinese community at the end of ‘theefury. His
engagement with the Chinese temple system represents a last effort to hold together
the pieces of this rapidly changimystem in the late i'gcentury. Cheang was a
maj or partner i n the Great Opium Syndicat
inherited from his father Cheang Sam Teo (Trocki, 1989). The Chinese Consul
General Huang Zunxian (184805) who wrote his epitaph first explains that the
opium farms are no different from the salt monopolies handed out to the highest
bidders by the Chinese government. Then he emphasizes how Cheang improved on

the mafialike tactics of earlier opium concession owners, relying aririnate virtue.
13
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The vast fortune the control over the sale of opium provided to Cheang enabled him
to invest in property and diversify his holdings. Over his life, he built or restored six
Chinese temples. Cheang first restored the temple established father Cheang
Sam Teo, dedicated to an obscure local god from his home region in Fujian called
Qingzhen yuanjun (Primordial Lord of Pure Perfection). He also built a temple at
his seaside villa to house a boulder worshipped as an Earth God by Iquel peter
he restored the Golden Orchid Temple, which was a center of the secret societies of
the Hokkien faction. He attempted to establish rules for this temple to enable it to
selfregulate itself, trying to keep a step ahead of colonial regulatiaisdding
secret societies (see the translation below). He also built a Temple to the Jade
Emperor, which attempted to transcend dialect boundaries and to create the basis for
new forms of Chinese leadership and alliances within Singapore. Interestiagly, h
also supported other ethnic and religious groups and organizations. Back in China,
we find him donating to the repairs of the Qingjiao Baosheng Dadi (Great Emperor
who Protects Life) temple reconstruction fund in 1889. This is the same temple which
soudht funds from the Overseas Chinese at the end of the Qing Manchu coastal
evacuation in 1697 (Dean and Zheng 2006). Thus this founding temple of a
transnational cult continued to gather funds and support from its branch temples and
overseas patrons for ser200 years.

Bel ow are t he texts and transl ations
inscriptions:

1) The Pasis Panjang Temple of Fortune and Virtue was located at the 7 mile

mark on Pasir Panjang Road, and was dedicated to a stone Great thislevas in

% Several of the thirteen temples and associations that are currently devoted to Baosheng Dadi in
Singapore have made fAjinxiango (presentation of in

Fujian. On the spread of this cult in Taiwan, see Sehipp990).
14
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fact a huge boulder weighing some 4 tons. The boulder appeared to have a face with
eyes, a nose, and a mouth with teeth. The boulder was discovered over a hundred
years ago by the fishermen of the Pasir Panjang area, and worshipped as a God of
Fortuneand Virue (a tutelary Earth god). They
Accor di n &telet record dif the rastoration of the Pasir Panjang Temple of
Fortune al8@er, (vanstatedibelow), the boulder was located near the villa

of the Overseas Chise leader Zhang Fanglin. Because the local fishermen were
deeply convinced of the spiritual power of the boulder, they begged Zhang to
contribute funds to build a temple to ensure sacrifices to the god. Zhang agreed and

followed their suggestions. Becaubke 7 mile mark on Pasir Panjang Road was also

known as the Stone Lion, the temple was

c

a

Templ eo. After many years of gradual decl

complete the restoration of the temple. In 198@, temple was torn down to make
way for government urban development, and so it was first moved to a small,
temporary shrine along Alexander Road. Later, after the old temple keeper passed
away, his descendants passed decision making power to the Wut&ispang si
(Monastery of the Buddhist Master of Mt. Wutai). Currently, the big boulder has been
placed within the Wutaishan Fogongsi on West Coast Road. Local observers claim
that the boulder continues to grow and expand a small amount each year; émd tha

is unique to this stone Great Uncle.

Stele record of the restoration of the Pasir Panjang
Temple of Fortune and Virtue, 1897
In the 14" lunar month of 1863, | purchased this piece of land and built a house
at the peak of the mountaiwhich | called the Garden south of the Park. Now

this site was next to a cliff which carried a boulder which had produced brilliant,
15
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miraculous deeds, and which had attracted much worship (lit. incense). | inquired
about it and learned that this was wtia local people of Pasir Panjang had for
several decades (worshipped) as the local God of the Earth. Repeatedly, it had
shown forth miraculous powers, and there was no confusion that it could not
penetrate. The local people thereupon asked me to bugdnple wherein it

could be worshipped. Truly, only bright virtue is most illustrious, and what it
seeks to model it reveals within itself. How could | dare not show my respect
and request the godés bl essings? Thereup
was three lengths long, and the construction was simple and plain. Over time,
wind and rain swept in a damaged the temple, and green moss invaded. Every
day it seemed about to collapse. In 1891 | restored and repaired the temple,
making it completely ew. The temple overlooks the great sea, and the sound
of waves and the shadows of sails all pass across its eaves and doorway. The
godds spiritual powers are resplendent,
attain their desires. From this point on nihg god forever display and manifest

his glory. Then all who display their sincerity all can depend upon the
oversight and protection of the god. Thereupon | have engraved these few words
to enable those who come after me and read this stele to kndvajtwory of

this temple. On an auspicious day in tH&l6nar month of 1892 by (Zhang
Fanglin), pomoted to First Ranked official, with permission to wear a patterned
feather (in his hat), Salt Distribution Commissioner, official member, stationed in
Singapore, on behalf of the North Sea (Shandong Naval Command) in charge of
all locations in the South Sea (Shandong to Zhejiang) for the Eastern (China)

Relief Effort, Zhang Guiyuan (Zhang Fanglin).

2) The Golden Orchid (Sworn Brotherhood) Temple wast lmiiTanjong Pagar
16



YCyF N TmA | W "mnoL Fi A aw

near Narcis Street by Yongchun migrants from the Quanzhou region in 1830.
From the beginning the temple was dedicated to Qingshui zushi (The Patriarch of
the Clear Stream) a local Buddhist deity whose founding temple is in Penglai
townshp in Anxi county near Yongchun. This was a sworn brotherhood and
secret society of the Fujian Coalition. At that time, Singapore had only been
founded for 11 years, and it was a time in which each Chinese migrant group
formed their own protective socie. The Golden Orchid temple used
initiation rituals to construct bonds between adherents. The name of the temple is
modeled on the Peach Garden Oath (made by Guan Kong, Zhang Fei and Liu Pei
in the Three Kingdoms period). The vows would be hard as medairagrant as

an orchid, and it was initially a sworn brotherhood made of up 74 members. At
that time, in contrast to most initiation rites which required the drinking of a
blood oath, the Golden Orchid initiation relied on the burning of yellow
talismars instead. In 1881, when the leader of the Fujian Coalition Zhang
Fanlin donated funds to repair the temple, the temple transformed from a sworn
brotherhood into a temple open to the worshipping public. Two years prior to
his death, in 1891, Zhang Fanghvrote out a set of regulations for the Golden
Orchid temple, regulating that the temple be overseen by a Temple Prayer master
(a ritual specialist) and an assistant, and that no gambling, opium smoking or any
other illegal activity was permitted insideet temple. These regulations may
have been in response to the 1890 British directives declaring all sworn
brotherhoods to be illegal secret societies. These regulations no doubt furthered
the transformation of the temple into a public center of worship.thé 1960s

the temple leadership voluntarily passed control of the temple over to the Fujian
Huiguan (Native Place Association). In August 27, 1988, the Singapore

government forcibly reclaimed the land the temple stood on, and the temple was
17
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moved to itscurrent location orKim Tian Road. The new temple was built by

the Fujian Huiguan.

Regulations for the Golden Orchid Temple (1891)

x t
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1) . As for the #Aincense fireo (i.e. dai |

managed by a Ritual Specialist and karious assistants. Their duties include
regular sweeping and maintenance, in order to assure the majesty of the
appearance (of the temple).

2). As for the lapis lazuli (oil) lamps in the temple, these should be lit day and
night. Incense should burnminuously, and vegetarian fast offerings should be
made on the day of the new and the full mochaid 1" of the lunar month),

to display sincere reverence.

3). The Ritual Specialist are not allowed in the slightest way to infringe the laws
of the King (of England), for fear of breaking the prohibitions.

4). In the quiet rooms of the temple, it is not permitted for the Ritual Specialist or
anyone else to gamble or gather to drink, or to set out opium smoking
paraphernalia. Nor may they invite in friemdr bring in criminal elements, all of
which would overstep the laws.

5). Any travelers who are friends of the Ritual Specialist, or any wandering
18
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Buddhist monks or Daoist masters, who desire to take up residence within the
rooms of the temple, must haaa official note of permission from the company
headquarters (?) before they will be allowed to stay, and no one may arrogate the
authority to bypass this regulation.

6). No matter whether they are monks or Daoists or whatever, if they have
received the @rmission form that allows them to reside at the temple temporarily,
they must all scrupulously follow all the above regulations. When the time of
their stay is over, they should make their farewells in advance, and not delay and
linger on, and this rulesiextended to everyone equally.

7). The Ritual Specialist and the others must obey the rules, and be respectful
and conduct themselves well. They must show respect to all good believers
(worshippers). They may not act lazy [ ], or mistakenly infringe ithles.
Those who disobey will be swiftly removed, and there will be no exceptions
made.

Written on an auspicious day in the fifth lunar month of 1891, promoted to First
Ranked official, with permission to wear a patterned feather (in his hat), Salt
Distribution Commissioner, official member, stationed in Singapore, on behalf of
the North Sea (Shandong Naval Command) in charge of all locations in the
South Sea (Shandong to Zheijiang) for the Eastern (China) Relief Effort, Zhang

Guiyuan (Zhang Fanglin)

4) The Temple of the Perfected Lord of Pure Origin was originally located in the

upper part of Fujian Road , it was originally called the Changtai Temple. This was the

only temple in Singapore in which the Perfected Lord of Pure Origin was

worshipped. Theemple had three halls with two courtyards all in a row, and was

quite large, with many worshippers. But by the 1970s, the temple had declined, and

19
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only one hall with a single (courtyard was left. Finally, the temple was torn down to

make way for urban rema&l. The Temple originally had three stelae, and these have
been stored in the Singapore History Museu
restoration of t he Changtplade AsBaciatiprl weasé , t he
founded in 1849 by Cheang Sam Te@hang Sanchao, d. 1862), and the Perfected

Lord of Pure Origin was worshipped within the Association Hall. In 1887, Cheang

Hong Lim (Zhang Fanglin, also named Zhang Guiyuan 1B%®) restored the
Association Hall, transforming it into a temple dedéchto the Perfected Lord of Pure

Origin. This change was most likely based on the decline of the activities of the
Changtai Nativeplace Association. Another possible explanation is that the location

was in a Cantonese area, thus transforming the Hallaineanple opened it up to a

greater variety of dialect groups (Lin 1975:88).
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Stele record of the Temple of the Perfected Lord of Pure Origin,
1887
In the Yijing (Book of Chang@sit is stated that the first hexagram states that the
primoridial Qian (male principle) is great.. The next hexagram states that the
primordial Kun (female principle) is beautiful. Thus one obtains the rightgbus
(breath) of the Qian and Kun and can become capable of maintaining a clear and
enlightened mind. Withtesi cl ari ty and enlightenment one
and develop oneds true nature. Calmly, the
a way fitting the name of a god. Thus the god has his origins. (His plans?) ..resulted in
merit within the weld, so he has received the fragrance of sacrificial offerings, and
having brought good fortune to the people, (their offerings of) incense and fire
mutually go up in smoke. The acts of guarding the age and protecting the people by
the Perfected Lord of FPa Origin are renowned and his spiritual powers are great.
There is no one in all directions who does not worship him. Only we lacked a temple
so did the godds spirit did not have an
Singapore, between Upper Fuji&@ireet and Nathan Street a temple was built to
worship him. But at that the time we lived close to the residences of various southern
barbarians, yet all thought on the god and worshipped him. Now searching back to the
origins of the land, it originally benged and was purchased by the Metropolitan
Candidate of the Commandery, honoured with the title"Bfrénk, Master Cheang
Sam Teo (Zhang) Sanchao,. Thereupon the earth and wood of the temple were raised
up and the shrine buildings were renewed. The woikks compl et el y i n si
time. From this time on the eaves rose up like flying birds. When we gaze on the
templ ebébs beams and rafters, how could we
filled with various activities (lit. racing horses and st@tH birds.). Those who came

to offer fragrant sacrfiices and incense, used pure offerings (four words unclear). The
22
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virtue of the god provided them with protection which was wonderful. Peoples
possessions increased and t Iseowerfweaprie al | i
presided over his office and guarded the land. The years were bountiful and the people

lived long, (three words unclear) so that they would forever be imbued by the special
blessings of the god. This is the preface. . Erected with resp&hang Famglin.

Great Qing Empire,™ rank official, with a promotion of three ranks

Great British Empire, Leader (of the Hokkien), specially appointed Kapitan, and
Superintendant of the Police

Guangzu 13 (1887)

5)

Regulations of the Temple of the Perfected Lord of Pure Origin [preserved in
the Singapore National History Muselinphoto of the top half of the ste(8tone,
1887.Chen 1970: 143; Lin 1975: 86) (the text is the sasithe Regulations of the

Golden Lotus Temple above)

6) The Temple of the Jade Emperor was built on Havelock Road by Zhang Fanglin

in 1887. According to the 1883tele record of the Temple of the Jade Emptrer

temple at that tmomenhadnifiand wWaskemnhoitdleed
mountain was the hill on which was found the Green Field Pavillion Cemetery, and

the bay referred to the upper reaches of the Singapore River. The setting was beautiful,

and was quite different from the curresite, where the river has been covered over

and the hills leveled. The Temple of the Jade Emperor worshipped the Jade Emperor,

along with an assortment of deities from the Daoist, Confucian and Buddhist

traditions, along with several gods from regionahthbaons of Chinese popular
23
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religion. Although the temple was built by Zhang Fanglin, who was recognized by the

British colonial government as the lead representative of the Hokkien bang (dialect

group) in Singapore, based on an examination of the distwrbat the deities within

the temple, this temple was from the beginning open to a wider public of worshippers,

extending beyond the boundaries of the Hokkien community.
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Stele record of the Temple of the Jade Emperor, 1887

| have often chaed texts such as tigook of Songef King Wen ( of Zhou) where it

states AWith entire intelligence h

e

youo (citing the Bsok ofeSongsp Bayn Wenwamg Danting

Shisanjing1:507, J. LeggeThe Chinese Classi¢sVol. 4:435, modified). In these

text s, there seems to be the words

the term O6huang (august 6)TaijiaAavit theBook of

0Di

we

Ser Ve

(su

r

DocumentgShang Shu Taijia, zhonhisanjing zhushul:164yhi ch st at es

€ a

inGr

Heaven has graci ou3Heyhinesse Classiessdvol( J3: 2@@)ge,
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again nNGreat Heaven no | onger &hangshuded it s
Xianyou yi de. Shisanjing zhushul:165, J. Legge,214) there seems to be a sense

of the word O6Augustodé without any sense of
God/ rul er). Now i f we say the word ADI (suj
of dbdaugust o, and i f st tesotlenn byHaelding)ahe dordd a u g u st
0Di (supr eme r u Bk gf 8angstleDayd (@reateo Elegenthae
Huangyipoem r eads @ Gr eShisanjingszhushh #9, G hefjgeDviold  (

1: 448, modi fied). Thus the tandes&TiAdn dind u
(Heavenly Di ruler) have no way to be augmented. When we look at the ancients, they
kowtowed before the vault of heaven and prayed to the invisible vastness. They

merely observed and examined the imageless, and never carried out prayerd direct

to something with physical shape. Coming down to later ages, the manufacture of
Avessels of eart henwaliidiaodesheng, kia, §hisanjing s 6 ( c i
zhushu2:14521453, J. LeggeBook of Rites\Vol. 2:428) increased daily. In places

wher e the fAKings wandered an&ookalHoettyged t he
Shijing. Daya Shengmin, Ban, Shihsanjing zhudgh&50, J. LeggeThe Chinese

Classics 1:503), various kinds of portents and symbols appeared. These not only
something to worshigvithin their hearts, but also were also an object for their gaze.

These were not simply created symbols but were also manifestations of reverence.

Now when it came to the auspicious founding of this glorious dynasty, the ritual

system became resplendeiaind (the court) recorded (these rituals). From the court

on down to the village lanes, everyone took part in fragrant sacrifices and prayers

directed on high in thanks to the High Luminous (gods). How magnificent this was!

Truly these rites were most etaiate. However, the sacrifices to the high god Di and

those to the Six Honored Ones were carried out within the Middle Kingdom, but

when we examine temple sacrifices overseas, there were no such places. Now as for
25
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Singapore, this was a place located in 8muthern Lands, where the smoke of
household fires was dense, and where more than several tens of thousands of people
had come by sailing across the seas. Boats and junks gather like clouds, crowded
together like a gathering of ants. People gradually toaégareverence the ritual
observances, and to move towards carrying out these rites in the proper fashion in a
dedicated temple. In no time, beautiful temples gilded with gold and richly painted
had already rushed in to dazzle all with their lovelinesshrodighout Chinese
civilization this is the most splendid island of all. Temples arose all around and they
achieved fame. In the Han dynasty, (the god) was acclaimed as an Emperor. At that
time he was (given the title of Emperor,) Aid to the Heavens. Thielags (Tian
Houods) virtue is equaled by her mot her |l y
AHeavenl yo, and also she was said to acc
Heaven). Now, as for the unification of the Supreme Ultimate and théJNiomate,

and thework of endowing the beginning of things and endowing (all beings) with life
(quoting from theBook of Changes, Qiaand Kun hexagramsShisanjing zhushu,
Zhouyi 1:14&18) - and as for the founding of the Prior (Virtual) Heaven and the
Latter (Actualized)Heaven, and the carrying out of this task of completing the
transformations (of the Dao) distantly, unreachable, towering on high, the most
reverent deity, is the Great August Jade Emperor. But this was (still merely) a matter
of honoring his name anadtworshipping him with rites. Thus | thought of creating a
temple and so divined a site in the middle of Outram Road, with its back to the
mountains and the Singapore river (lit. bay) encircling it in front. Deep springs and
high peaks send off the verdamlorsi this is an excellent site. Moreover, it was only

a few kilometers (?) away from the Temple to the Perfected Lord of Pure Origin
which | had built earlier. Both the temple built later, and the earlier one were radiant,

and both had exceptionabrin. Thereupon were gathered materials and workmen
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and | saw (the work) through to completion
Heaven renew its favorabl e appoint ment, a
Shangshu Yiji, Shisanjing zhusHul4; J.Legge,The Chinese Classidgol. 3:79).

The god Aonly hel ps tSlaegshy, iCaitZbhooguzhiming( qu ot i r
Shisanjing zhushul:227, J. LeggeThe Chinese Classic¥ol. 3:490). If we are to

gaze upon great solemn temples then we must providereve sincere and careful

prayers to the gods. (Formerly) on another occasion, men from the town asked me

why there was not a graceful and solemn temple in which to offer fragrant sacrifice

and rely upon the Way of the Gods, thereby promoting cindiziansformations.

(Only) in that way would one be able to ob:
Those without sincerity cannot cause the gods to descend (to the temple). The wide

fame and power of the gods is responsive and has a mutuatiiwersso | have
composed a hymn about the gods, A(We) asce
fully emergent and f | o uTaikuariing digoohexdggpmmot i ng
(No.16), tr. M. Nylan The Elemental Changd#lbany:SUNY Press, 1994, 89,

modi fied). AThus i ncreasi Bapk obd Songs,iXinayag ht hap
Datian, Shisanjing zhusul:477, j. Legge,The Chinese Classic$/0l.4:382), our

possessions with be abundant and the people will have good health.

Great Qing Empir,ez“d rank official, with a promotion of three ranks

Great British Empire, Leader (of the Hokkien), specially appointed Kapitan,

Guangzu 13 (1887)

Brief introduction to the Tomb Epitaph of Cheang Hong Lim

The Tomb Epitaph for Cheang Hong Lim, which provides a detailed account of

his life and character, was composed by Huang Zunii&481905) the Chinese
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Consul Gener al I n Singapor e, Cheang H&§ 3, s hoi
Lim (Zhang Fanglin, 18421892), personal name Guiyuan, alternate name Mingyun,
was born in a family from Xiwei in Jinli village, Changtai district, Zhangzhou
prefecture, Fujian province. His father Cheang Sam Teo (Zhang Sanchao) founded the
Teang Wat Company on Teldkyer Street in Singapore, where he sold tobacco and
alcohol , and | ocal product s. Cheang Homg L
expanded the company, eventually establishing the Cheang Hong Lim Kongsi
(Corporation), later renamed the Yuansheng Haon{@any). He was involved in
shipping and in real estate, and raised a considerable fortune. In 1876 Cheang spent
3000 dollars towards a public park, which is called to this day the Zhang Fanglin Park.
When He Binglong was serving as the first Chinese donssingapore, he sought to

raise interest in traditional Chinese education. Cheang responded enthusiastically, and
in 1885 he established all on his own funding the Cheang Wan Seng Academy, also
known as the Cultivating Correctness Academy, which acdepféhout charge
impoverished children of Overseas Chinese, regardless of their age. Later, he
established th€heang Jim HeaAcademy, which promoted social service oriented
education, and which was run by his €@imeang Jim Hean (1871301) In 1886, the
Singapore Fire Department was short of equipment, and he donated funds to establish
the Wan Seng Fire Brigade, which was very active in responding to disasters and to
fires, and providing relief to the community. Cheang Hong Lim was also very active

in temple building, more so than any other leader of the various dialect groups in
Singapore. In the 24 years from 1863 to 1887 he either built by himself or participated
in the construction of five temples. These were the 1863 solo construction of the Pasir
Panjang Tua Beh Kong templealong with its repair in 1890, the 1869 contribution

to repairs of the Fuk Tak Chi by the Lip of the Sea, the 1881 solo repair and

re-organization of the Kim Lam Temple, the solo construction of the Temple of the
28
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Pure Lord of Pdected Origin and the Giok Hong (Jade Emperor) Temple in 1887. In
1891, Cheang set up three identical stelae listing rules and regulations for the
following temples: the Kim Lam Temple, the Temple of the Pure Lord of Perfected
Origin and the Giok Hong (da Emperor) Temple. These regulations forbade
gambling, drinking and smoking opium inside the temple. Because of his
contributions to Singapore society, the British colonial government in 1874 gave him
the title of Justice of the Peace, and in 1891 maaeahmember of the board of the

Po Leong Kuk (Society for the Protection of Women and Children). In 1891, the
Colonial Government most unusually officially recognized him as the Leader of the
Hokkien Community. In 1892, Cheang Hong Lim died from and i#nas his
Singapore residence at the age of 50 (52 by Chinese calculation). He was buried with
the title of a i ranked official of the Qing Dynasty, with the right to wear a feather in
his cap. For further information, see Lin Xiaosheiig/Vu b a n g p dua lindpeu X i n
Zhang Fanglin (The Leader of the Singapore Chinese without a Faction, Zhang
F a n g) in Xirdwua lishi yu renwu yanjiu (Research on Singapore Chinese history

and peopleSingapore: South Seas Society, 1986: 141).
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Cheang Hong Lim Tomb Epitaph. (Stone, 1893. Rubbing from Chen 1970:
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(Eulogy for Cheang Hong Lim, composed by Huang Zunxian, awarded the honorary
title of Grand Master for Assisting toward Good Governance (rank 2A), and ordered
to proceed to Singapore as Chinese Q@bZeneral, while serving simultaneously as
Consul of Haimen and other regions, second rank official _ added to the waiting
list as first to be chose for __ Circuit; Provincial Candidate of the year 1876,
Graduate for Preeminence in 1837.

Calligraphy ly Liang Jushi (1843911i, selected as Gentlembtterateur (prestige
title, rank 7A) in 1889, in waiting for appointment as a District Magistrate,
Provinicial Candidate __ Graduate for Preeminence, 1885.

The Gentl emanés t ab o oan, mawaecomnaosly kho@m e an g )
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as = Cheandg Hong Lim. His sobriquet was Mingyun , and his other sobriquiet
wasd Xi__. From the time of his (Fuijan) founding ancestor Ershe his ancestors have
lived in Fujian, and for generations they have been residents of Ghacminty.

When the line reached to his father, the latter worked as a merchant in the South Seas,
and became a resident of Singapore. Master Cheamgn account of his own high
status, was able to obtain the honorable title of Ronglu Daifu for his
Greatgrandfather Yi, his Grandfather Yushui, and his Father Chao. And he also
bequeathed the rank of First Rank Lady on his Gggahdmother née Chen, his
Grandmother née Wang, and his mother née Yan. Ever since his father came south
their wealth and prestighave gone hand in hand, and the household grew larger.
Master Cheang was the eldest son out of four sons, and he inherited control of his
father s family business.

It was the general rule for the British government, that with regards the sales of
opium or alcohol, any private dealings were strictly forbidden. Instead they asked for
vast sums as bids for official monopoly control from the powerful households, in the
manner of the Chinese salt monopolies. Those who had control of these monopolies
one dter another set up networks of spies, and they set out a dense net to catch
anyone engaged in (private sales) and seized their money. This way a net was spread
to catch any profits from those in the city, while as for any other merchant sojourners
traveling through who might be carrying a few leftover illicit goods, they would be
captured and punished. When these incidents grew serious they could lead to lifelong
enmity. In order to damage the other party, they would invent accusations so as to
bring harmto their enemy. If the case was light, people would only receive a fine.
But if it was serious, they would be investigated and imprisoned? Prisoners filled
the jails. (However, when) Master Cheang took charge (of the monopolies) for over 15

years, he enlpyed a broad minded technique in his management. He allowed for the
33
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sale of antiaddiction medication. If there were people who were not private dealers
but had nonetheless hidden a bit of opium (for their own use) they would not be found
guilty. As for hose private sellers seeking a profit, he personally went to their homes
and told them, fAYour activities have all b
al |l the drugs you are concealing, and then
them felt askamed, and private dealing ceased. Thereupon their profits exceeded
those of others, and thus his fame grew daily. People felt great obedience towards him,
and the state entrusted him with many tasks. Master Cheang was fastidious in his
loyal pursuit of hs duties for his superiors.
As for the British government, he was
frontier of the Straits Settlements (Haimen xinjiang, i.e., Singapore) then Justice of the
Peace with the right to bear arms, then a member of the Ghikegasory Board, then
a judge in the Ministry of Justice and an Inspector of the Jails. In his investigations of
illegal behaviour he was fair, and he adjudicated civil affairs, he never showed favour
or concealed (those close to him), and was never @iokéentemperate, The Chinese
relied on him increasingly. Those belonging to the Hokkien community altogether
signed their names to a petition begging h
libationer of wine). The Governor of Singapore treated with even greater respect.
As for his relations with China, in 1869 Fuzhou was planning for its defence
(against French attack). Master Cheang helped transported provisions for the troops,
and also carefully purchased guns and canons. As for all thenettiods and new
techniques (for using the weapons), he drew up illustrations and reported on them to
the officials in charge.
In 1884, the French were plotting war against China, The Minister of Beiyang,
Grand Mentor Li (Hongzhan18231901)) ordered him to act as a secret agent.

Master Cheang secretly stationed patrolling agents, and whenever they saw enemy
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boats cross the border, he would put on shorts and wear a coolie hat, and go inspect

the size of the boats, and its depththe water, its real horsepower, the number and

size of its cannons, its store of coal, and its numbers of troops, and send off a telegram
right away. He also requested the British authorities to maintain neutrality, and
strictly prevented selerving Clmese from providing any logistical support to the

enemy. He received handitten letters of thanks from Grand Mentor Li (Hongzhang),

who included language about how loyal, earnest and valuable he was. At that time he
regularly assisted in response to dtts in Shun(de), Zhili, and Shandong. The

former Shandong Governor, Junior Guardian of the Heir Apparent Zhang (Zhidong,
18371909) and Sheng Xuanhuai (182916), Director of the Tianjing Customs, and

former Circuit Intendant of Deng(zhou), Lai(zhou)daQing(zhou) (in Shandong).

Ordered Master Cheang to gather and send donations. He repeatedly made
contributions and raised funds. As these trickles of funds reached him one by one he
sent them to (the Chinese government), and others who were raisimds fllt

ashamed in comparison to him. Master Zhang controlled vast sums, and in his basic
character enjoyed giving aid. No matter what the cause, he would always make a
donati on. He donated to hospitals, or phana
sheters (for widows), as well as to charitable cemeteries for the people of one lineage,

or nativeplace associations for those of one county, or the places of worship of other
peoples, museums, and botanical gardens. Those seeking support crowded his
doorway and he responded by a single stroke of the pen (to sign cheques of support).

He provided Adcharitable soups and humane
them Aalong the wayo, beyond what <can be <c
pleasure in doig, the first was supporting charitable schools: the charitable school in
Penang, the Dutch girls elementary school and the Portugese kindergarten all

depended on Master Cheang for their success. In recent years he also set up the
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Yangzheng academy, and ited six English and Chinese teachers (each?). This
school taught Chinese and Western studies, and there were several hundred students.
All the expenses for this were borne by Master Cheang and his eldg€lrsang)
Jim Hean(Renxian 1873901).
Anothe (passion) was raising funds (for disaster relief). As for the provinces of
Jin (Shanxi), Yu (Henan), Su (Jiangsu), and Wan (Anhui), each has announced
disasters, and yet the Master has never thought of not supporting (disaster relief).
When it came to thfloods in Egypt, the great drought in India, the Master also made
huge contributions. As for his connections with the courts, in 1881, the Grand Mentor
Li Hongzhang sent in a memori al requesting
good deedsandlevs t o give aid to othersod be carve
it be set up in his ancestral village (in Changtai). In 1888 the river burst its banks
near Zhengzhou, and (Li) again memorialized asking that Cheang be given
permission to wear a patternddather (a mark of high rank). In 1889 there were
floods in Shandong, and Junior Guardian of the Heir Apparent Zhang (Zhidong)
memorialized asking that Cheang be referre
publ i c need and acts wIiCheang igitaly dsuppomett e nt i o n ¢
coastal defense, and the Governor General of Fujian presented him with the title of
Circuit Intendant.. He made contributions time and time again, and he accumulated
three levels (of three commendations each, from the MinidtiRites), and was
allowed to take one level (three commendations along to his higher title of office).
He was granted Second Rank status and honours. He was also specially promoted to
be a Salt Commissioner. He was given first rank ritual honours foe themerations
of his ancestors, and his principal wives, née Yang (Yeo Bin Neo;1888and Yeo
Kum Neo (d. 1921), and née Mai (Bek Chit Boey Neo), were given the rank of First

Rank Ladi es. Toget her wi t h hi s children
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transformed into prizes for the adornment of his family members. Thus Jim Hean
became ¥ rank Bureau Director with the right to wear the patterned feather. Jim
Chuan (18741940) became Vice Bureau Director, Both were the children of Madame
Mai. Jim Kheng(18751939) was made Office Manager of the Censorate (rank 6),
Jim Siew (d. 1929) was made Office Manager of the Court of Imperial Entertainments,
Jim Hoe (19771935) was made Case Reviewer of the Court of Judicial Review, Jim
Seong was made an Eruditetbe Office of Imperial Sacrifices, Jim Eng (d. 1909)
was made Registrar of the Imperial Procession Guard, Jim Kuan was made a Palace
Secretary in the Central Drafting Office, Jim Kong (d. 1949) was made a Clerk in the
Hanlin Academy, Jim Khean was made dfic®@ Manager of a Provincial
Administration Commission, Jim Khoon (d. 1906) was made a Record Keeper in the
Surveillance Commission. He had two adopted sons, one named Canghui and one
named Yaotang. He had three daughters, Cheow Lean, born of Madamev#ang
married to Lim Kwee Eng, Expectant Appointee as the Tongan County Vice Prefect,
Kwee Lean and Sai Lean were not yet married. He had an adopted daughter named
Qinglian, who has married to Liu Renyin, Expectant Appointee as the Tongan County
Vice Preéct.

Master Cheang was born on the"™8ay of the fifth month of the 21 st year of
the Daoguan reign period (13 July, 1841) and passed away on thel®5of the
twelfth month of the Guangxu reign period (11 February, 1893). He lived for 52
years. Thdollowing year in the fourth month people divined a site and buried him on
Quanhang cemetery (now within Bukit Brown cemetery) in Singapore. His orphan son
Jim Hean and sent me a letter asking me to write an epitaph.

Now | have served as a Consulforeign lands, moving from Japan to North

America. Those countries | have observed such as Cuba, Peru, and lands west of the

Pacific Ocean such as India and Aden, all have Chinese communities and Consulates.
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Now in the islands of Southeast Asia there miions of Chinese, many of whom
have lived locally for over five generations, or at least for several decades. They use
the Qing dating system and in their clothing they still preserve Chinese customs. Their
marriages, funerals, greeting of guests, aadrificial activities all continue ancient
practices. In my secret heart | felt joy. However, amongst them over time many began
to be infected by foreign customs. Some undid their queues and changed their clothing.
They belittle and abandon the ritualscathe model teachings of the Sages. | saw that
they |l ook on their own relativesd marriage
and Yue (men in the north and the south) look on each other, not caring whether they
are fat or thin. There are many pdepike this (these days). Now as for Master
Cheang, from the time he was young he underwent mourning rituals for his father and
his mother, and he felt great sorrow as he carried out the rites to their fullest extent.
The Mingyun Family Instructions dahhe wrote, took loyalty, sincerity, filial piety,
and friendship as its basis. He was settled within himself, yet in his contacts with
things he was cautious and seemed as though he could not(gpetaikg Lunyu 10.1,
AConfuci us, i n sitplesand\sincerk, anpeas if he was knat dble to
speako, J. Legge, T he . O@his evergday lifé heavgoei c s | A
common clothes and ate simply, passing the simple life of a Confucian scholar. He
dealtwthpeopl eds n e eahsh, and taught peaple by imeansoof this good
example. Thus from one village to a whole region, he kept expanding his efforts
until he reached the four seas and the five continents. He broadly gave support
without ever tiring. The courts/governmentswb different countries both tried to
show their respect for him.

Now when it comes to India, Arabiaé, the
the name of Master Zhang, and there is none who does not clasp their hands together

and show theirresmet f or hi m. I's this not what the
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upright character | oves righteousnesso. T
intentions in their homes, as well as in their countries. Since | came to Singapore, |

first made contact wittMaster Zhang, and he began to do things for me, providing

funding and his own labor. So if | did not accept this mission to raise up my brush and
compose an epitath, how coul d | not but f
are numerous in the land of Ylihey are (more numerous) than any other country.

They live scattered across the four seas, and there is no place where they cannot be

found. Now the South has culture and civilization, and is a place that gathers

spiritual powers. Thus whether they bgle farmers or wise and powerful men, they

surpass the group of heroes. They are tightly bonded together and of one mind,

and they think fondly of their ancestral homeland. Like the great businessmen Xuan

Gao of Zheng and Pu Shi of Han, Master Cheadigieved great thing (two unclear

words) eighteen. ([If] the Overseas Chinese xould become) a hundred foot
centipede, (they would be) strong enough to awe their neighbors. Any of my fellow

Chinese can see their way along such a path. As for who viistescription, it is

the work of he Chinese Consul General.

Commentary on the text:
This complex text discusses Cheang from many different angles. Cheang acted
as a spy for the Qing government, donning a coolie hat and rowing out in a sampan
out to nspect the French warships anchored off Singapore en route to attack the
Chinese naval station in Mawei, Fujian. Cheang also supplied modern weapons and
cannons to China. He contributed generously to disaster relief programs across China,
and also in IndiaThailand and even Egypt, revealing that the recent philanthropic and
di saster relief efforts of AHuman Real m |

has a long prehistory in the earlier philanthropic efforts of Chinese temple leaders and
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nativeplace oganizations (see also the inscriptions in the Tong Chai Medical Institute
in Singapore in Dean and Hue 2015).

One major reward for all these efforts for Cheang were titles and honors from
the Chinese imperial court (some purchased, some given in reoogwii his
donations), followed by recognition and honors from the colonial authorities (and
other Asian governments). But even more important than all these official honours
and awards was his role as leader of the Chinese community, which in the words of
this eulogistic epitaph, | o6 khe deadwip@ n  hi m
specialist of the entire Chinese community of Singapore.

Cheang was a major player in the Great Syndicate which controlled the opium
monopoly in Singapore for almost §6ars. When he was finally outbid by a coalition
from Penang, he branched out in 1879 and sought an alliance (under the name Man
Wo Fung Company( with Singaporeans based in Vietham (Ngan Wee, chop Banhap)
to take over the Hong Kong opium cartel, thinkthgt in this way they could control
the entire opium market in Southeast Asia (Trocki 20014:11). This strategy proved
unsuccessful, and he was accused of smuggling opium back into Singapore. He was
taken to court and stripped of his title as Justice ofPtbace. He narrowly escaped
imprisonment, but his reputation was damaged. He died of an illness at the relatively
young age of 50, leaving behind a large faniilysome of whom maintained his
philanthropic activities for several years. In fact, the monaptbn of the entire
opium market scheme fell apart because first the French in Vietnam, and later the
Dutch in Indonesia, and finally then the British in Singapore and Hong Kong all
decided to take over the opium monopoly for themselves.

There is not enogh space in this paper to di s
alternative analysis of the growing class division between the laborers (the kongsi)

and the towkay, of which Cheang Hong Lim was an outstanding example. This leaves
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open the ideological motivation l&d his effort to reunify the temple network of

Singapore.

The rise of modern(ist) religion

Despite all the efforts of figures like Cheang Honglim, leadership based in the
temples and associations would soon give way to modern forms of nationalism and
capitalist networks. More and more, the Chinese leadership in Singapore was drawn
into the process of building a Chinese modern natate. Tan Kah Kee (Chen
Jiageng, 1874961), leader of the Hokkien Huay Guan (Nafplace association)
and founder offte Ee Ho Hean Club, dedicated to supporting the revolutionary cause
in China, is an example of the new kind of leader and the newly emerging
organizational forms they led. He raised large sums to support China in the first half
of the 20" century. He washe founder of modern educational centers such as Jimei
College and Xiamen University.

Other Singaporean Chinese leaders of the fist half of the@6tury, such as
Lim Boon Keng (18691957), were drawn closer to colonial rule, through English
schooing in the missionary schools, scholarships to study in England, and
government employment and honors. Later in his life he turned to a reformed
Confucianism as an alternative to Christianity as well as to Chinese popular religion.
Negative attitudes towds Chinese popular religious practices can be seen in the
editorials of the leading Chinese newspapers at the turn of the century.

Meanwhile Chinese Buddhist leaders were also participating in reform
movements designed to rationalize Buddhism and mak®ré compatible with the
modern nation state and its secular modernization projects. Taixu-1989) and

other Buddhist reform leaders came to Singapore in the Republican period to attempt
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to counter Japanese propaganda on the unity of the Asian rheessé of the
PanAsian Coprosperity sphere, and the role of (stat&ed) Buddhism within this
vision. These Chinese reform Buddhism leaders also had a major impact on local
Buddhist organizations within Singapore. They worked with Buddhist monk&drain

in China to turn the major Buddhist centers in Singapore into centers of modern

reform Buddhism (KuatP ei rce 2003) . Ref orm Buddhi s

over ritual, and the cultivation of the self, paralleled the emphasis of the Protestant
missbnaries, who established several mission schools in this period, which are still
considered top elite schools in Singapore (the A@glimese school, the Methodist
school). One can see these developments as instances of the conversion to modernity
(van dervVeer 1996).

Several other mainstream Buddhist monastic networks began to extend into
Southeast Asia in the Republican era, up to the early 1950s. One such network which
links a whole series of temples across Southeast Asia to the Guanghuasi (Monastery
of Broad Transformations) in Putian. As soon as it was possible to return to China in
the early eighties, monks from this network (including those from the Singapore
Guanghuasi) returned with suitcases full of cash to rebuild the Guanghuasi, which had
been tuned into a plastics factory, and where several monks committed suicide after
refusing to eat meat and return to a secular life at the height of the Cultural
Revolution.

Yet another such mainstream Buddhist monastic network extends from the
Guishansi (Tute Mountain Monastery) in Huating, Putian, to the famous
Qingyunting (Pavilion of Blue Clouds) in Malacca, and from there to Muar, Penang,
Singapore, Jakarta, and elsewhere. This network was able to mobilize related
networks of Putian immigrants (spiritediums, native place associations, Mazu

temples of fishermen/smugglers) to rebuild the founding temple, and to use remaining
42
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funds to rebuild the Buddhist abbot Zhen J
an even larger temple across the street ftbm Qingyunting in Malacca (Dean,

2011).

Conclusions

From the 1% to the 18 century, over two hundred years, Minnan Chinese
temples/native place business offices provided the main institutional framework for
the elaboration of trust networks haidi long distance trade together across the
AMIi nnan coast al t r adi n garasakadomination of theT he Hok
temple networks was challenged in thé"@ntury by the vastly increased flow of
migration from Teochew (Chaozhou) Guangdong (inclgdCantonese and Hakkas),
Hainan, and other regions of China. Many new temple and native place association
networks were established over thel1@entury. Moreover, this was also the
moment that colonial authorities began to regulate arl @ef i n eese fiel@gfousn
institutionso, by criminalizing their powe.
(the secret societies), and by forcing gre
in their management and fiscal accounting. These pressureg,vaitbnthe rise of
modern natiofstate nationalism and the spread of mixed forms of capitalism in the
early 20" century, led many Chinese community leaders to place more of their
energies into the emerging Chinese Chambers of Commerce, rather thatempilee
networks.

With the establishment 50 years ago of an independent Singapore, accompanied
by the rise of successive Master Plans for Singapore, the temples and their networks

have gone through a very difficult period. On the one hand, they soughdsieryge
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cultural and ritual traditions they feared had been destroyed during the Cultural
Revolution. On the other hand, they were increasingly isolated by the forces of
modernization, secularization, Westernization, and urbanizatioand all these

tendenci e s reached a fever pitch i n Singap
Nevertheless, these temple networks have persisted, and have taken on a new life in

the 1980s and 690s, wh e ninvéntioe of Clpnesa siteald a k ey
traditions in $uth and Southeast China. As they evolve and generate new possibilities,

they will continue to draw in and circulate more flows of people, ritual knowledge,

and capital, and develop new potentials for the expression of new identities and new

aspirations whin simultaneously transnational and localized circuits.
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